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Criminalization
By: Omar Barghouti, Nadim Bawalsa · December, 2021  

Israel’s recent criminalization of six Palestinian human rights organizations has

sparked global outcry. But this tactic fits into a global trend of lawfare led by right-

wing and conservative governments, including in the US and Europe, against

activists and grassroots organizers. it must be actively resisted politically and

legally.

On the anniversary of the First Intifada, Al-Shabaka asks Omar Barghouti, co-

founder of the Palestinian-led Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)

movement, and Dima Khalidi, the founder and director of Palestine Legal: How

can Palestinians and their allies move away from defensively responding to

criminalization accusations towards a proactive strategy which challenges the

Israeli regime’s lawfare tactics? How can this approach combine political and legal

strategies? How can it engage intersectionally with other progressive movements?
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Dima Khalidi
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Al-Shabaka: The Palestinian Policy Network, is an independent, non-profit organization. Al-Shabaka convenes
a multidisciplinary, global network of Palestinian analysts to produce critical policy analysis and collectively
imagine a new policymaking paradigm for Palestine and Palestinians worldwide.

Al-Shabaka materials may be circulated with due attribution to Al-Shabaka: The Palestinian Policy Network.
The opinion of individual members of Al-Shabaka’s policy network do not necessarily reflect the views of the
organization as a whole.
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