
 Helping to Shape the
Policy Discourse on Palestine

Al-Shabaka in 2016 and into 2017

Al-Shabaka, The Palestinian Policy Network, is an independent, non-
partisan, and non-profit organization whose mission is to educate 
and foster public debate on Palestinian human rights and self-
determination within the framework of international law.
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With key anniversaries for Palestine and 
the Palestinians on the calendar in 2017 
and 2018, Israel’s aim to consolidate its 
occupation went into overdrive. Over the 
past year this has included a ramped-
up effort to erase the use of the term 
“occupation” from the public discourse 
while multiplying settlement activity; the 
drive to occupy key positions on United 
Nations committees while violating 
international law; and cracking down on free 
speech and non-violent activism.

All of this took place against a background 
of growing disarray in the institutions that 
claimed to provide political agency to 
the Palestinian people. The rift between 
the two main political parties, Hamas and 
Fatah, worsened. A leadership whose term 
long since expired still ruled the Palestinian 
Authority (PA). The PA in turn continued 
to dominate the Palestine Liberation 
Organization to which it was in theory 
accountable. And, instead of providing 
protection to a people in dire need of it, the 
PA continued its security collaboration with 
Israel.

The bright spot on the Palestinian landscape 
continues to be the unfailing determination 
of civil society, both Palestinian and 
international, to uphold human rights and 
to press on despite the harsh attacks on 
freedom of speech and activism, and in 
particular on the global, Palestinian-led 
boycott, divestment and sanctions (BDS) 
movement.

As an organization positioned between 
civil society, academia, and government, 
Al- Shabaka has focused on the policy 
discourse, which is key to informing policy 
makers and the public (see Section 1). Its 
staff team now consists of three full-time 
and three part-time members. Moreover, the 
staff team is positioned in strategic locations 
(Section 2).

The network has grown by 30% since 
2015, with new policy members reinforcing 
existing areas of expertise as well as 
providing coverage in additional geographic 
areas (see Section 3). Al-Shabaka’s reach 
has also expanded through well-placed op-
eds in both the Arabic and English media, 
increased use of English and Arabic social 
media, speaking engagements in many 
different locales, and translation of policy 
content into French and Italian, among 
other languages (Section 4).

Overall, the network is increasingly 
well-positioned to provide the analysis, 
grounded in human rights and international 
law, that the policy community needs as an 
alternative to Israel’s discourse, and to serve 
civil society in its work to counter efforts to 
normalize relations without securing a just 
and lasting peace. The appreciation of our 
work is clear in the testimonials provided 
throughout this report by those who 
make use of our output, and through our 
consistent ranking in the Global Go To Think 
Tank Index.

We are determined to do even more in 
2017 and beyond. The Al-Shabaka board 
and staff join me in thanking all those who 
have contributed – the dedicated members, 
partners and supporters and generous 
donors – to bringing Al-Shabaka to where it 
is today.
   Nadia Hijab
   Executive Director
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Al-Shabaka’s analysis and evidence-
based policy recommendations 
challenge the conventional wisdom 
on Palestine and the Palestinians. 
Many of Al-Shabaka’s publications 
respond to events and ongoing 
issues yet stand the test of time. And 
they anticipate events with the aim 
of shifting the mainstream discourse 
surrounding them (see Section 6 for 
full a list of all publications from 2010 
to 2016).

For example, in 2016, Al-Shabaka’s 
economic analysis considered the 
deterioration of East Jerusalem’s 
tourist sector and Old City markets, 
and proposed ways to challenge 
the obstacles imposed by Israeli 
authorities so as to restore the city’s 
capacity for the limited economic 
development possible under 
occupation. It continued this track 
in 2017, with analysis spotlighting 
Israel’s efforts to use gas politics to 
enforce dependency and promote 
normalization, including the impact 
on Gaza, and ways to counter these 
measures.

Al-Shabaka policy analysts also 
turned their attention to refugee 
issues, examining such topics as how 
the Palestinians of Syria are trapped 
between political neutrality or support 
of the Assad regime, and the problem 
of how research on Palestinian 
refugees is largely confined to the 

camps. The network’s analysts looked 
into ways oral history can serve as a 
tool to defend against displacement 
and how the Balfour Declaration 
launched a process of repression of 
Palestinian culture that continues to 
this day. And attention was paid to 
the little covered issue of the shrinking 
civic space facing Palestinian citizens 
of Israel.

Al-Shabaka’s analysis on political 
developments was particularly strong 
in 2016, with pieces taking on a 
variety of topics vital to Palestinian 
rights. Analysts examined Israel’s little-
known master plans for Jerusalem 
that seek to empty the city of 
Palestinian inhabitants to secure a 
Jewish majority, and explored how 
Latin America’s shift to the right will 
likely affect the Palestinian quest for 
self-determination and human rights. 
Other analysis examined the prospect 
of Palestine after Abbas and looked at 
various status quo scenarios, none of 
which bode well.

In addition, Al-Shabaka analysts 
tackled opportunities for the global 
Palestine solidarity movement such 
as pressure regarding Elbit Systems. 
They looked at Israel’s threats to 
human rights defenders and how 
to counter these, as well as ways to 
discuss the difficult issues facing the 
fast growing BDS movement.

I have followed Al-Shabaka’s progress and seen it steadily put 
much-needed Palestinian policy voices into the global and 
local discourse. Carnegie has been pleased to draw on many 
of the scholars and analysts in Al-Shabaka’s network for its 
most recent publication on the Palestinians.
   
Marwan Muasher, 
Vice President for Studies at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

“ “
1. Policy Insights

and Options

2

https://al-shabaka.org/briefs/economic-collapse-east-jerusalem-strategies-recovery/
https://al-shabaka.org/briefs/israel-uses-gas-enforce-palestinian-dependency-promote-normalization/
https://al-shabaka.org/briefs/palestinians-syrian-war-neutrality-dissent/
https://al-shabaka.org/commentaries/researching-palestinian-refugees-sets-agenda/
https://al-shabaka.org/commentaries/researching-palestinian-refugees-sets-agenda/
https://al-shabaka.org/commentaries/palestinian-oral-history-tool-defend-displacement/
https://al-shabaka.org/commentaries/one-hundred-years-and-counting-britain-balfour-and-the-cultural-repression-of-palestinians/
https://al-shabaka.org/commentaries/one-hundred-years-and-counting-britain-balfour-and-the-cultural-repression-of-palestinians/
https://al-shabaka.org/commentaries/palestinian-citizens-in-israel-a-fast-shrinking-civic-space/
https://al-shabaka.org/commentaries/palestinian-citizens-in-israel-a-fast-shrinking-civic-space/
https://al-shabaka.org/briefs/jerusalem-israels-little-known-master-plans/
https://al-shabaka.org/briefs/latin-americas-turn-to-the-right-implications-for-palestine/
https://al-shabaka.org/roundtables/palestine-after-abbas-potential-scenarios-and-coping-strategies/
https://al-shabaka.org/roundtables/palestine-after-abbas-potential-scenarios-and-coping-strategies/
https://al-shabaka.org/briefs/s-bds-lessons-elbit-systems-campaign/
https://al-shabaka.org/roundtables/threats-human-rights-defenders-far-will-israel-go/
https://al-shabaka.org/roundtables/threats-human-rights-defenders-far-will-israel-go/
https://al-shabaka.org/commentaries/bds-discussing-difficult-issues-in-a-fast-growing-movement/
https://al-shabaka.org/commentaries/bds-discussing-difficult-issues-in-a-fast-growing-movement/
http://carnegieendowment.org/2017/06/28/revitalizing-palestinian-nationalism-options-versus-realities-pub-71364


Al-Shabaka plays a vital role in fostering rigorous debate and 
bringing a wide range of Palestinian perspectives into the critical 
policy conversations of our day. I rely regularly on their high 
quality policy briefs for the latest in Palestinian policy analysis and 
recommendations.
    Margaret DeReus, 
 Executive Director, the Institute for Middle East Understanding

“ “



The network kicked off 2017 with the 
first of a series of articles discussing the 
reframing of the Palestinian narrative, 
for example a case for holding on to 
the Green Line irrespective of whether 
the ultimate outcome is one or two 
states.

Starting in 2016, Al-Shabaka expanded 
its reach by producing short policy 
memos tailored specifically to 
journalists and policymakers, providing 
essential talking points as well as 
policy recommendations. A memo 
on what Obama could have done for 
Palestine in his final days, as well as 
one previewing planned amendments 
to the Hamas charter are two such 
examples. In addition, it produced 
succinct insights from past publications 
on issues of consequence, for example 
on going beyond the one- or two- 
state debate and on Palestinian-Israeli 
security coordination.

Al-Shabaka has emerged as a vital 
resource on Palestinian affairs, 
bringing much-needed Palestinian 
voices to the policy discourse in 
Washington and beyond. I have 
come to rely on Al-Shabaka’s 
impressive network of experts for 
timely and thoughtful analysis on a 
wide of range subjects related to 
Palestine, Israel, and the Arab-Israeli 
conflict.
  
  Khaled Elgindy, 
  Fellow, Center for Middle East Policy, 
  Brookings Institution

“

“
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Al-Shabaka was able to expand its 
policy team by bringing an additional 
fellow in 2016 and has been able to 
strategically field its team by placing 
individuals in key locations. Ramallah 
and Jerusalem were covered by policy 
fellow Nur Arafeh while policy fellow 
Tareq Baconi handled outreach for 
New York and DC. Executive Director 
Nadia Hijab relocated to London 
in 2016 and Program Director Alaa 
Tartir relocated to Geneva and built 
up European outreach; both continue 
to nurture close ties with the US and 
Palestine.

Even as it works on policy analysis, 
the team focuses on outreach 
and engagement. For example, 
in researching her policy briefs on 
Jerusalem - future Israeli master 
plans for the city as well as economy 
recovery strategies – Nur Arafeh 
reached out to key officials including 
the governor of Jerusalem, the 
director of the Jerusalem Unit at the 
president’s office, several civil society 
organizations, and businessmen. In
addition, she forged partnerships 
with organizations in Jerusalem to 
disseminate the findings, including 
a roundtable in partnership with the 
Kenyon Institute, the Educational 
Bookshop, and the Center for

Jerusalem Studies at Al Quds 
University.

In addition, Arafeh has met with 
visiting delegations from the United 
States Congress, parliamentarians 
from the United Kingdom, and 
European officials and diplomats, 
among others. The roundtables she 
has facilitated, for example the April 
2016 roundtable co- sponsored by 
Al-Shabaka and the Heinrich Boell 
Stiftung (HBS) on the EU labeling 
of settlement products, have been 
heavily attended by international 
delegations in Palestine. She was 
a much sought-after speaker at 
workshops and conferences both 
in Palestine and abroad, including 
ones hosted by the United Nations, 
the World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund, and the Carter 
Center, among others.

Tareq Baconi was also regularly 
called on to speak at various forums, 
including the Re-Engaging Gaza 
Conference at George Washington 
University. He spoke at the Institute 
for Palestine Studies panel chaired 
by Rashid Khalidi and including Al-
Shabaka analyst Mouin Rabbani 
to examine the impact of shifting 
alliances and regional instability in the

It’s been inspiring to see how quickly Al-Shabaka has 
established itself as the go-to think tank for individuals 
and organizations working in support of Palestinian human 
rights and self- determination. Giving voice to the diverse 
experience of Palestinians living under occupation and in 
exile, its thought-provoking policy analysis and cutting-edge 
commentaries are essential reading.

     Aimee Shalan, 
	 	 	 	 	 Chief	Executive	Officer,	Medical	Aid	for	Palestinians

“ “
2. Fielding the Policy

Team in Strategic Locations
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Middle East on the US approach to 
the Palestine-Israel conflict. In early 
2017, Baconi served as a keynote 
speaker at JVP’s biannual conference. 
His many contributions to the media 
included articles in the Huffington 
Post, The Hill, The Guardian, The 
Nation, and Al- Jazeera as well as 
interviews for pieces in Al-Jazeera and 
Deutsche Welle.

In addition, Baconi opened channels 
of engagement with policy bodies 
such as the Carnegie Endowment 
and built strong relationships with 
civil society organizations active in 
the US, including the Institute for 
Middle East Understanding, Jewish 
Voice for Peace, the US Campaign for 
Palestinian Rights, and the Palestinian 
Business Committee.

Baconi and Arafeh joined their 
colleague Nadia Hijab in presenting 
economic and political analysis of 
Israeli colonization and Palestinian 
state-building at well-attended panels 
at the New America Foundation and 
at the Palestine Center in Washington 
DC.

Hijab used the opportunity of her 
relocation to London in order to 
establish links with civil society 
organizations engaged on the 
Palestine Question as well as with 
policy outfits like the European 
Council on Foreign Relations. She had 
the opportunity to meet with and brief 
Foreign Office diplomats on several 
occasions. Among other speaking

Al-Shabaka is a crucial 
resource for us at Jewish 
Voice for Peace. Since its 
establishment, we have 
relied on Al-Shabaka 
for strategic, smart, and 
current analyses that are 
rooted in Palestinians’ lived 
experiences and concrete 
needs. It has really been a 
game-changer for us!
      
Rebecca Vilkomerson,   
Executive Director, Jewish Voice for Peace

“ “
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engagements, she was invited to 
speak to the packed Labour Party 
Friends of Palestine fringe meeting at 
the 2016 Labour Party conference.

Hijab continued to nurture 
partnerships with academic institutions 
and civil society organizations in the 
US, participating in and speaking 
at a workshop organized by Brown 
University’s Middle East Studies on 
future directions in Palestinian Studies 
in February 2016, and at the US 

Campaign for Palestinian Rights in 
October, among other outreach.

Al-Shabaka’s program director, 
Alaa Tartir regularly spoke at public 
events and expert meetings in 
Europe and beyond. Among other 
venues, he addressed a Doctors 
Without Borders meeting in Paris on 
humanitarianism and complicity in 
the Israeli occupation; the issues of 
the criminalization of resistance and 
authoritarianism in Palestine at

As the leading Palestinian think tank, Al-Shabaka continues 
to contribute an indispensable voice in defending Palestinian 
rights at home and abroad. Its cutting edge work and 
extensive network of experts has been particularly valuable in 
feeding the foreign policy debate in Europe amongst policy 
makers and civil society organizations alike.
     
     Hugh Lovatt, 
     Policy Fellow, European Council on Foreign Relations

“ “

http://www.lfpme.org/page/LFPME_at_Labour_Party_Conference_2016.php
http://www.maisondesmetallos.paris/2015/12/10/debat-avec-medecins-sans-frontieres
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the Geneva- based Graduate Institute; 
and Palestine/Israel, geopolitics, and 
global peace at the Geneva Centre 
for Security Policy, the Geneva Peace 
Week, and the Geneva International 
Peace Research Institute conference. 
In addition, he delivered a public 
lecture at the Georg- August-
University (Göttingen, Germany), a talk 
at Sciences Po (Paris, France), and a 
discussion of critical perspectives on 
the Israeli-Palestinian peace process at 
the International Studies Association 
Annual Convention in Baltimore, USA.

Tartir was interviewed and quoted 
by media outlets such as Al-Jazeera, 
Anadolu Agency, and Arab Weekly on 
several occasions throughout 2016. 
While in Baltimore, he was interviewed 
by the Real News Network on the 
role of the US in the Middle East 
peace process and on the Palestinian 
economy. Finally, he participated in a 
workshop and government briefing in 
Paris organized by the Foundation for 
Strategic Research, and a high-profile 
meeting organized in Switzerland by 
Masarat and the Swiss Department 
of Foreign Affairs to discuss national 
reconciliation and the way forward.
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Al-Shabaka continued to attract new 
members, including many younger 
analysts, from all over the world, 
helping to transform the Palestinians’ 
dispersal from a weakness into a 
strength. By the end of 2016, Al-
Shabaka had 156 policy analysts in 
its network, a 30% growth from 2015. 
Looking ahead to 2017, the network is 
expected to grow by another 20%, a 
slower rate of growth in order to focus 
on increased member engagement 
and on improving coordination with 
analysts from different countries and 
with different areas of expertise to 
jointly develop strategy and policy.

In 2016, the analysts in Al-Shabaka’s 
network were spread over 21 countries 
in six continents. Some 31% were 
located in the occupied Palestinian 
territory and amongst the Palestinian 
citizens of Israel, 29% in the US, 14% 
in the UK, and 7% in Lebanon, with the 
rest spread out in Europe and the Arab 
world, and a few in Australia and Latin 
America.

3. Expanding the Global 
      Palestinian Think Tank

The United States: 45

West Bank and Gaza: 39

Palestinian Citizens of Israel: 9

The United Kingdom: 23

Lebanon: 9

Jordan: 5

Switzerland: 5

France: 2

Canada: 3
Other: 16

9



We regularly translate articles published by Al- Shabaka 
because we appreciate its logical and cross-sectional analysis 
of contemporary topics by Palestinian analysts. It is important 
for us to highlight this serious, well-documented perspective 
of the realities on the ground and the concerns affecting the 
entirety of the Palestinian people. 

Imen Habib, 
  Agence Media Palestine coordinator, France

“ “

Of note is the expansion of our 
presence to another three countries 
(Brazil, Belgium, Germany), and the 
growth of our presence in Palestine 
by 45% (from 33 members to 48 
members), in the US by 15% (from 39 
members to 45 members), and in the 
UK by 77% (from 13 members to 23 
members). Al-Shabaka continues to 
have near gender parity in the network 
with 45% female and 55% male in the 
network.

The network members are 
concentrated on 12 core areas of 
expertise, continuing the trend from 
2015. Around 26% are experts in 
politics and negotiations, 23% in 
political advocacy, activism, and civil 
society, 15% in human rights, law, and 
international law, and 15% in economic 
development and political economy.
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Al-Shabaka continues to expand its 
reach across the globe. Throughout 
2016 and into 2017, network 
members’ op-eds were featured in 
such media outlets as The Guardian, 
The Independent, The Hill, HuffPost, 
Al-Jazeera, and Middle East Eye, 
among others. Journalists likewise 
drew on the diverse expertise of the 
Al-Shabaka network for publications in 
Vice (here and here), and Newsweek 
Middle East. It was also featured in 
outlets that directly serve civil society 
organizations, such as Mondoweiss, 
Electronic Intifada, Inter Press Service, 
and more.

Moreover, 2016 saw a concerted 
effort to develop Al-Shabaka’s Arabic-
language outreach. As a result, policy 
analysts’ work appeared in various 
media across the Arab World, including 
in Al-Quds, Al-Akhbar, Al-Araby Al-
Jadeed, and Assafir as well as multi-
language outlets like Jadaliyya. This 
not only greatly increased the network’s 
visibility and presence in the Arab 
region. It also gave many Palestinian 

analysts who live overseas and who 
traditionally write in English the 
opportunity to showcase their work in 
Arabic.

Al-Shabaka’s publications served as 
key sources for numerous scholarly 
publications throughout the year 
and were cited in various academic 
journals, such as Diplomacy & 
Statecraft, International History Review, 
Geneva Peacebuilding Platform, The 
Journal of Commonwealth Literature 
and Middle East Report. In addition to 
being published in English and Arabic, 
news organizations and solidarity 
groups also translated our original 
materials into French, Italian, Spanish, 
Dutch, Turkish, and Bosnian.

The organization’s digital presence also 
grew substantially over the year, with 
Al- Shabaka Facebook likes increasing 
by 40%, Twitter followers increasing by 
25%, and website visits increasing by 
over 160% in comparison with those of 
2015.

Al-Shabaka has always been a vital source for journalists 
like myself. Its policy experts provide crucial analysis and 
historical context to the kind of stories that so often lack 
nuance while covering the Palestinians. For researchers, 
reporters and analysts hoping to sift through the whirlwind of 
misinformation that characterizes depictions of Palestine and 
the Palestinians, Al-Shabaka is an invaluable resource. 

      Patrick Strickland, 
      Online Producer, Al Jazeera English

“ “
4. Effective Outreach

and Engagement
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The Italian translation of some of 
Al-Shabaka’s analysis has been 
warmly welcomed by our public 
because the depth of the analysis 
is almost unavailable in the Italian 
media. The suggestions of ways to 
get out of the current impasse and 
the explanation of the economic 
and political network that limits 
the Palestinian national movement 
today is very important for the 
European public to understand. 
    
   Chiara Cruciati, 
 Nena News Agency, Italy

“

“

Just as Al-Shabaka’s international 
reach flourished throughout 2016, so 
too did its global influence. This is 
best indicated in the organization’s 
ranking in the Global Go To Think 
Tank Index Report. For the fourth 
consecutive year, Al-Shabaka 
appeared in the ranking’s Best Think 
Tank Network category, placing 
number 35. The Think Tank Index 
ranking process is based upon a 
vast survey of academics, donor 
institutions, think tanks, and media 
representatives, whose collective 
input is used to measure a think tank’s 
overall influence and credibility. This 
is a testament to the quality of the 
organization’s work and to its member 
network.

http://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1011&context=think_tanks
http://repository.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1011&context=think_tanks


For 2016, we set an ambitious goal 
for our budget of a 60% increase over 
2015, and, thanks to the generosity 
of our donors and partners, we were 
nearly able to achieve that goal, 
raising $268,000 as against the 
$187,000 raised in 2015.

As the chart shows, our budget 
grew dramatically from our modest 
beginnings of just $20,000 in the year 
we co-founded Al-Shabaka of 2009. 
This is a remarkable affirmation of the 
staying power of the organization’s 
volunteer base. The description of our 
work provided above speaks to the 
results we were able to achieve with 
more staff and resources.

That staying power has positioned us 
to attract more support in 2017, and 
organizations are now beginning to 
approach us to discuss supporting our 
work and in partnering with our efforts 
to strengthen the Palestinian policy 
voice. We thank each and every one 
of our supporters and partners in the 
list below. Every donation they have 
made has supported this important 
space for debate and analysis of 
alternative policies and strategies 
to support the Palestinian quest for 
freedom, justice and equality.

5. Financial Report
and Donors

$45,000 $40,000

$127,000

$187,000

$268,000

2009-2010
Founding 

Grant

2011-2013
Average 

Annual Spend

2014 
Budget

2015
Budget

2016 
Budget

43%
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Sustaining Donors 

Samer Abdelnour
Ali Abunimah
Rabab Abdulhadi
Diane Adkin
Zeina Azzam
Anees Azzouni
Sam Bahour
Linah and Sami Al-Banna 
Aline Batarseh
Samar Batrawi
Kamal Boullata
Zaki Boulos
Diana Buttu
Layla Hijab Cable 
Raphael Calis
Cindy and Craig Corrie 
Basem Ezbidi
Noura Erakat
Hani Faris
Mirene Ghossein 
Sherna Gluck 
Joyce F Guinn 
Ahmad Hallak 
Zaha Hassan 
Victor Kattan 
Osamah Khalil 
Nora Lester Murad 
Lawrence Hamilton
Marianne Halevi
Nadia Hijab
Remi Kenazi
Abdeen Jebara and Holly Maguigan 
Rania Madi
Peter Miller
Michel Moushabeck 
Jamil Nakhleh
John Piantanida 
Johnny Rizq
James Rosbe
May Seikaly 
Jacqueline Shoen 
Joanna Springer 
Abaher Sakka 
Aimee Shalan 
Samer Shtayyeh 
Nada Tarbush
Mary Yelenick

Supporting Donors

Geoffrey Abrams 
Dima Asfour 
Selma Harb 
Eddie Powell
   
Najwa Al-Qattan 
Sally Timpson 
Saleh Yassin

Patricia Ann Abraham
Maureen Ali
Subhi Ali
Frank Bamberger
Omar Mahdawi and 
Hilda Dunn 
Eid Mustafa
Lola Nashashibi Grace
Maryvelma O’Neil

Dena Qaddumi
Samah Sabawi
Grace Said 
Edward Thompson

Major Donors 

Abdel Mohsin Al-Qattan
John and Henrietta Goelet
Mary Nazzal Batayneh 
Fred Hadeed
Zina Jardaneh
Nabil Qaddumi

Foundations

Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
Hassib J. Sabbagh Foundation

Foundation for Middle East Peace 
Heinrich Boell Stiftung
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This list covers analysis published between April 2010 and December 2016. To consult 
these materials as well as more recent publications, please visit al-shabaka.org. All our 
content is available in English & Arabic.

Civil Society

• One Hundred Years and Counting: Britain, Balfour, and the Cultural Repression 
of Palestinians, Aimee Shalan. Commentary, October 2016.

• Palestinian Oral History as a Tool to Defend Against Displacement, Thayer 
Hastings. Commentary, September 2016.

• The “S” in BDS: Lessons of the Elbit Systems Campaign, Jamal Juma’ and 
Maren Mantovani. Policy Brief, 2016.

• Threats to Human Rights Defenders: How Far Will Israel Go?, Diana Buttu, 
Ingrid Jaradat Gassner, Noura Erakat, Nur Arafeh. Roundtable, August 2016.

• BDS: Discussing Difficult Issues in a Fast-Growing Movement, Omar Barghouti. 
Commentary, June 2016.

• Palestinian Citizens in Israel: A Fast-Shrinking Civic Space, Nadim Nashif, Raya 
Naamneh. Commentary, January 2016.

• The Palestine State Project in Question, Nadia Hijab. Commentary, October 
2015.

• BDS: A Global Movement for Freedom & Justice, Omar Barghouti. Policy Brief, 
May 2010. Republished July 2015.

• NGOs vs. Grassroots Movements: A False Dichotomy, Fateh Azzam. 
Commentary, February 2014.

• Palestinian Civil Society: What Went Wrong? Tariq Dana. Policy Brief, April 
2013. 

• Justice Deferred: Upholding the ICJ Ruling, Jamal Juma’. Policy Brief, August, 
2010. 

• Letter from Gilboa Jail, Ameer Makhoul. Commentary, June 2010.
• Integrating Palestine into the Progressive Left, Noura Erakat. Commentary, 

June 2010. 

Economic Issues

• Economic Collapse in East Jerusalem: Strategies for Recovery, Nur Arafeh. 
Policy Brief, November 2016.

• How Israeli Settlements Stifle Palestine’s Economy, Nur Arafeh, Samia al-
Botmeh, Leila Farsakh, Policy Brief, December 2015.

• ICT: The Shackled Engine of Palestine’s Development, Nur Arafeh, Wassim F. 
Abdullah, Sam Bahour, Policy Brief, November, 2015. Corruption in Palestine: 
A Self-Enforcing System, Tariq Dana, Policy Brief, August, 2015.

• Unlocking the Labor Market for Palestinian Women, Samia al-Botmeh, Policy 
Brief, July, 2015.

6. List of Publications
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• Building a Failed State: Palestine’s Governance and Economy Delinked, 
Ibrahim Shikaki, Joanna Springer, Policy Brief, April 2015.

• The Customs Union and Israel’s No-State Solution, Amal Ahmad, November 
2014.

• Donor Complicity in Israel’s Violations of Palestinian Rights, Nora Lester 
Murad. Policy Brief, October 2014.

• Palestinian Farmers: A Last Stronghold of Resistance, Vivien Sansour, Alaa 
Tartir. Policy Brief, June 2014.

• Oslo: Replacing Liberation with Economic Neo-Colonialism, Khalil Nakhle. 
Commentary, April 2014.

• The Palestinian Capitalists that Have Gone Too Far, Tariq Dana. Policy Brief, 
January 2014.

• Can Oslo’s Failed Aid Model Be Laid to Rest? Jeremy Wildeman and Alaa 
Tartir. Policy Brief, September 2013.

• PA Industrial Zones: Cementing Statehood or Occupation? Alaa Tartir. 
Commentary, February 2013.

• Persistent Failure: World Bank Policies for the Occupied Palestinian Territories, 
Alaa Tartir and Jeremy Wildeman. Policy Brief, October 2012.

• “Oil. Religion. Occupation. ... A Combustible Mix.” Victor Kattan. Policy Brief, 
August 2012. Farming Palestine for Freedom, Samer Abdelnour, Alaa Tartir, 
Rami Zurayk. Policy Brief, July 2012.

• The Gas Fields off Gaza: A Gift or a Curse? Victor Kattan. Policy Brief, April 
2012.

• Defeating Dependency, Creating a Resistance Economy, Alaa Tartir, Sam 
Bahour, Samer Abdelnour. Policy Brief, February 2012.

• Unmasking “Aid” After the Palestine Papers, Samer Abdelnour. Commentary, 
March 2011. A New Model for Palestinian Development, Samer Abdelnour. 
Policy Brief, April 2010.
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Negotiations

• Palestinian Dead End Highlights the Right of Return, Randa Farah. 
Commentary, May 2014.

• An Illegitimate Leadership Can Sign Away Rights, Zachariah Sammour. 
Commentary, March 2014.

• Oslo’s Roots: Kissinger, the PLO, and the Peace Process, Osamah Khalil. Policy 
Brief, September 2013.

• How Sovereign a State? Camille Mansour. Policy Brief, April 2010. Republished 
July 2013.

• Looking for a Leadership with a Strategy, Haidar Eid, Samah Sabawi, Loubna 
Qutami, Noura Erakat. Roundtable, March 2012.

• Beyond Sterile Negotiations: Looking for a Leadership with a Strategy, Noura 
Erakat. Policy Brief, February 2012.

• What’s Next for Palestine? Samah Sabawi. Commentary, November 2011.
• The Geopolitics of the Hamas-Israel Prisoner Exchange, Laila el-Haddad. 

Commentary, October 2011. 
• The Future of Jerusalem: Sacred Space or Open City? Salim Tamari. Policy 

Brief, July 2011.
• Strategies if Talks “Succeed,” Bashir Abu-Manneh, Ali Abunimah, Naseer 

Aruri, Diana Buttu, Mary Nazzal-Batayneh, Mouin Rabbani, Samah Sabawi. 
Roundtable, November 2010.

• What If Peace Talks “Succeed?” Nadia Hijab. Policy Brief, September 2010. 
Palestine 2010: Time for Plan B, Mouin Rabbani. Policy Brief, June 2010.

• The Dangers of Disaggregating Sovereignty, Diana Buttu. Commentary, April 
2010.

Politics

• Palestinian Democracy Denied, Amal Ahmad, Basem Ezbidi, Mouin Rabbani, 
and Tariq Dana. Roundtable, December 2016.

• Palestine After Abbas: Potential Scenarios and Coping Strategies, Alaa Tartir, 
Diana Buttu, Hani al-Masri, Jamil Hilal, Jaber Suleiman, Noura Erakat, Sam 
Bahour, and Wajjeh Abu Zarifa. Roundtable, November 2016.

• The Palestinian Authority: Unsettling Status Quo Scenarios, Asem Khalil. Policy 
Brief, October 2016.

• Obama’s Last Gasp on Palestine-Israel, Fadi Quran, Omar Shaban, Sam 
Bahour, Sherene Seikaly, Tareq Baconi, and Zaha Hassan. Roundtable, July 
2016.

• The ICC and Palestine: A Case of Doubtful Justice, Sarah Kanbar. Commentary, 
July 2016. Which Jerusalem? Israel’s Little-Known Master Plans, Nur Arafeh, 
Policy Brief, May 2016.

• How Palestinian Hunger Strikes Counter Israel’s Monopoly on Violence, Basil 
Farraj. Commentary, May 2016.

• The US Elections, Attacks on Activists, and a Changing Discourse, Rashid 
Khalidi. Commentary, April 2016.

• Understanding ISIS’s Palestine Propaganda, Samar Batrawi. Commentary, 
March 2016. 

• Palestinian Political Disintegration, Culture, and National Identity, Jamil Hilal. 
Commentary, March 2016.
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• Palestinian Political Disintegration, Culture, and National Identity, Jamil Hilal. 
Commentary, March 2016.

• Why It’s Dangerous to Conflate Hamas and Daesh, Belal Shobaki. Policy Brief, 
February 2016. 

• Reflections on Palestinian Strategy, Amal Ahmad. Commentary, February 2016.
• Palestine-Israel: Europe Drowning in America’s Failures, Mousa Jiryis and Sam 

Bahour. Commentary, January 2016.
• Palestinian Youth Revolt: Any Role for Political Parties? Jamal Juma’, Jamil 

Hilal, Nijmeh Ali, Khalil Shaheen, Jaber Suleiman, Mjriam Abu Samra, Belal 
Shobaki, Alaa Tartir, November 2015.

• Read Their Lips: Israeli Leaders’ Plans for the Palestinians. Samah Sabawi, 
Commentary, October 2015.

• Pope Francis, American Churches, and Palestinian Rights, Grace Said and 
Joanna Springer, September 2015.

• US-Palestine Relations After the Iran Deal, Mouin Rabbani, Diana Buttu, Ali 
Abunimah, Roundtable, September 2015.

• EU Alarmed by Israel, Frustrated by Palestine, Nadia Hijab, Commentary, June 
2015.

• Palestine’s Day in Court? The Unexpected Effects of ICC Action, Valentina 
Azarova, Policy Brief, April 2015.

• The Joint List in Israel’s Elections: Palestinians in from the Cold?, Diana Buttu, 
As’ad Ghanem, Nijmeh Ali, Roundtable, March 2015.

• Hamas: Three Tough Hurdles in 2015, Belal Shobaki. Policy Brief, February 
2015.

• In Jerusalem, “Religious War” is used to Cloak Colonialism, Nur Arafeh. Policy 
Brief, February 2015.

• Beyond the Apartheid Analogy: Time to Reframe Our Palestinian Struggle, 
Irene Calis. Commentary, January 2015.

• Under Siege: Remembering Leningrad, Surviving Gaza, Ayah Bashir and Esther 
Rappaport, Roundtable, December 2014.

• PLO/Palestine: Time to Stop Buying Time, Nadia Hijab and Diana Buttu. 
Commentary, November 2014.

• After Gaza, What Price Palestine’s Security Sector?, Sabrien Amrov and Alaa 
Tartir. Policy Brief, October 2014.

• Drying Palestine: Israel’s Systemic Water War, Muna Dajani. Policy Brief, 
September 2014. What Forces Shape the Palestinians of Gaza? Randa Farah. 
Commentary. September 2014.

• Honor the Victims: Avoid Past Mistakes in Reconstructing Gaza, Omar Shaban. 
Policy Brief, August 2014.

• Another Casualty of Israel’s Wars: Palestinians’ Right to Education, Aimee 
Shalan and Samer Abdelnour. Commentary, August 2014.

• Israel’s West Bank Operation: Causes and Consequences, Mouin Rabbani. 
Commentary, June 2014.

• What’s Stopping the 3rd Intifada? Jamil Hilal. Commentary, May 2014.
• What Role for Law in the Palestinian Struggle for Liberation? Noura Erakat. 

Policy Brief, March 2014.
• Dis-participation as a Palestinian Strategy? Haidar Eid. Commentary, 

December 2013.
• Transforming Our Vision of Palestine into Reality, Sam Bahour. Commentary, 

November 2013.
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• Activating Palestine’s UNESCO Membership, Valentina Azarov and Nidal 
Sliman. Policy Brief, October 2013.

• Why is the Egyptian Regime Demonizing Palestinians? Haidar Eid. 
Commentary, August 2013.

• How to Make International Law Work for Palestinians, Ingrid Jaradat Gassner. 
Commentary, July 2013.

• Trashing Four Generations of Palestinian Inheritance, Dina Omar. Commentary, 
June 2013.

• An Open Debate on Palestinian Representation, Rana Barakat, Mouin Rabbani, 
Dina Omar, Fajr Harb, Hani Masri, As’ad Ghanem, Yasmine Hamayel, Aziza 
Khalidi. Roundtable, May 2013. 

• Beyond South Africa: Understanding Israeli Apartheid, Samer Abdelnour. 
Policy Brief, April 2013.

• “Who Are You?”: The PLO and the Limits of Representation. Osamah Khalil, 
Policy Brief, March 2013.

• How to Reclaim the Palestinian Narrative, Ali Abunimah, Saleh Hijazi, Ismail 
Khalidi, Halla Shoaibi, Cecilie Surasky, Mandy Turner. Roundtable, February 
2013.

• Reclaiming the Palestinian Narrative, Jamil Hilal. Commentary, January 2013.
• Will the New Palestinians End Security Coordination? Haidar Eid. Commentary, 

December 2012.
• Gaza Fallout Weakens Israel, Strengthens Nationalists, Nadia Hijab. 

Commentary, November 2012.
• Palestinians Imposing Agenda on Abbas, Leila Farsakh. Policy Brief, November 

2012.
• What’s Really Going on at Rafah? Leila el-Haddad. Commentary, September 

2012.
• Israel’s Nukes Derail U.S. Nonproliferation Goals, Victor Kattan. Policy Brief, 

July 2012.
• Democratizing the PLO: Five Questions, Toufic Haddad. Commentary, May 

2012.



• Debating Palestine: Representation, Resistance, and Liberation, Rabab 
Abdulhadi. Commentary, April 2012.

• A Reset for U.S. Policy? Not Now, but Watch the Base, Rashid Khalidi. 
Commentary, December 2011.

• The Russell Tribunal on Palestine and the Question of Apartheid, Victor Kattan. 
Policy Brief, November 2011.

• Prisoner Exchange Levels Hamas, Fatah Playing Field, Mouin Rabbani. 
Commentary, October 2011.

• Statehood Stalled: Next Steps for the Palestinian People, Nadia Hijab. 
Commentary, September 2011.

• September and Beyond: Who Speaks in My Name? Samah Sabawi. 
Commentary, September 2011.

• Achieving a Palestinian Spring, Ali Abunimah, Rana Barakat, Beshara Doumani, 
Toufic Haddad, Hani al-Masri, Mezna Qato, Will Youmans. Roundtable, August 
2011.

• A State of Palestine: The Case for UN Recognition and Membership, Victor 
Kattan. Policy Brief, May 2011.

• Palestinian Answers in the Arab Spring, Jamil Hilal. Policy Brief, May 2011. 
• Declaring an Independent Bantustan, Haidar Eid. Commentary, April 2011.
• Debating Forms of Resistance, Amjad Atallah, Sam Bahour, Rana Barakat, Mary 

Nazzal- Batayneh, Oroub el-Abed, Nadia Hijab, Victor Kashkoush, Anis Kassim, 
Osamah Khalil, Mouin Rabbani. Roundtable, April 2011.

• The “Palestine Papers”: An Alternative Analysis for Action, Nadia Hijab. 
Commentary, February 2011.

• Unmet Potential: The UN Committee on Palestine, Noura Erakat. Policy Brief, 
January 2011. 
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• The Myth of American Pressure, Osamah Khalil. Policy Brief, October 2010.
• Gaza: The Enduring Siege, Commentary. Haidar Eid, July 2010.
• Reclaiming Self-Determination, Ali Abunimah. Policy Brief, May 2010. 

Refugee Issues

• Israel’s Dangerous New Transfer Tactic in Jerusalem, Munir Nuseibah. 
Commentary, April 2016.

• Palestinian Refugees From Syria: Stranded on the Margins of Law. Policy Brief, 
Mai Abu Moghli, Nael Bitarie, Nell Gabiam, October 2015.

• The Arguments Against Palestine Giving Its Refugees Citizenship, Roundtable, 
Randa Farah, Ingrid Jaradat Gassner, Anis Kassem, Mouin Rabbani, Samah 
Sabawi, Jaber Suleiman, with a response by Fateh Azzam, June 2015.

• A Bold Proposal: Palestine Should Give Its Refugees Citizenship, Policy Brief, 
Fateh Azzam, May 2015.

• Bartering Palestine For Research, Mayssun Succarie. Commentary, July 2014.
• From Our Facebook Balconies, the Dark Heart of Yarmuk, Ahmad Diab. 

Commentary, June 2014.
• Political Agency for Palestinian Return, Ahmad Barclay, Randa Farah, Jamil Hilal, 

Ingrid Jaradat Gassner, Jaber Suleiman, Dena Qaddumi. Roundtable, July 2013.
• Decades of Displacing Palestinians: How Israel Does It, Munir Nuseibah. Policy 

Brief, June 2013.
• The Price of Statelessness: Palestinian Refugees from Syria, Rosemary Sayigh. 

Commentary May 2013.
• The Missing Narratives in Palestinian Schoolbooks, Zarefa Ali. Commentary, 

March 2013. 
• Unfreezing the Right of Return: First Stop, Gaza, Munir Nuseibah. Policy Brief, 

January 2013.
• Reframing Palestinian Return: A New Al-Shabaka Policy Circle, Ahmad Barclay 

and Dena Qaddoumi. November 2012.
• Modest but Powerful Activism for Palestinian-Origin Jordanians, Oraib Rantawi 

and Oroub el- Abed. Commentary, October 2012.
• Palestinians on the Road to Damascus, Ahmad Diab. Commentary, September 

2012.
• Refugees: Israeli Apartheid’s Unseen Dimension, Hazem Jamjoum. Commentary, 

June 2012.
• When Exiled Communities Act, Oraib Rantawi. Commentary, May 2012.
• Trapped by Denial of Rights, Illusion of Statehood: The Case of the Palestinian 

Refugees in Lebanon, Jaber Suleiman. Policy Brief, March 2012.
• Keeping an Eye on UNRWA, Randa Farah. Policy Brief, January 2012.
• The Invisible Community: Egypt’s Palestinians, Oroub el-Abed. Policy Brief, June 

2011.
• Uneasy but Necessary: The UNRWA-Palestinian Relationship, Randa Farah. Policy 

Brief, November 2010.
• Unwelcome Guests: Palestinian Refugees in Lebanon, Dalal Yassine. Policy Brief, 

July 2010.
• The Role of the Palestinian Diaspora, Nadia Hijab, Khalil Hindi, Aziza Khalidi, 

Jaber Suleiman, Antoine Zahlan. Roundtable, July 2010.
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Najwa Al-Qattan 
Mohammed Al-Rozzi 
Ahmad Amara 
Sabrien Amrov 
Nur  Arafeh 
Naseer Aruri (Passed away in 2015)
Yara Asi 
Valentina Azarova 
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Tareq Baconi 
Cecilia Baeza 
Sam Bahour 
(Board Member, 2012 – present)
Rana Barakat 
Ahmad Barclay 
Omar Barghouti 
Nadia  Barhoum 
Ayah  Bashir 
Samar Batrawi
Hatem  Bazian
Tamara Ben-Halim
Nael Bitarie
Samia Botmeh
Kamal Boullata
Zaki Boulos
Diana Buttu
Irene Calis
Muna Dajani
Tariq Dana
Seif Da’na

Ahmad Diab
Beshara Doumani
Haidar Eid
Oroub el-Abed 
Laila el-Haddad 
Abaher El-Sakka 
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Basem Ezbidi 
Hani Faris 
Randa Farrah 
Basil Farraj 
Leila Farsakh 
Marwa Fatafta 
As›ad Ghanem 
Toufic Haddad 
Yassmine Hamayel 
Awad Hamdan 
Fajr Harb 
Zaha Hassan 
Thayer Hastings 
Yara  Hawari 
Nadia Hijab 
(Co-founder and Board Member, 2009 – present)
Saleh Hijazi 
Jamil Hilal 
Khalil Hindi 
Zaina Jallad 
Hazem Jamjoum 
Muhammad Jaradat 
Ingrid Jaradat-Gassner 
Mousa Jiryis 
Nour Joudah 
Safa Joudeh 
Jamal Juma› 
Andrew Kadi 
Salma  Karmi-Ayyoub 
Victor  Kashkoush 
(Board Member 2010 – 2012; 
passed away in 2012)
Anis Kassim 
Victor Kattan 
Majd Kayyal 
Remi Kenazi 
Ismail Khalidi 
Aziza Khalidi 
Rashid Khalidi 
Asem Khalil 
Osamah Khalil 
(Co-founder and Board Member, 2009 – present)
Nora Lester Murad
Ameer Makhoul
Camille Mansour
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Noura Mansour
Mazen Masri  
Hani Masri  
Dina Matar  
Faysal Mikdadi  
Salwa Mikdadi  
Raya Naamneh  
Razi Nabulse  
Isra Namey
Nadim Nashif 
Fadi Nicholas Nassar  
Basel Natsheh  
Mary Nazzal-Batayneh 
(Board Member, 2014 – present)
Munir Nuseibah  
Moien Odeh  
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Ibrahim Shikaki  
Halla Shoaibi  
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Maisa Shquier  
Zaid Shuaibi  
Nidal Sliman  
Joanna Springer  
Mayssun Succarie  
Jaber Suleiman  
Salim Tamari  
Tamara Tamimi  
Alaa Tartir  
Hala Turjman  

Jeremy Wildeman  
Dalal Yassine  
Will Youmans  
Issam Younis  
Mona Younis  
Antoine Zahlan  
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Join our email list

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on Twitter

Email us at contact@al-shabaka.org  

Visit www.al-shabaka.org

For the most informative Palestinian 
perspectives and analysis, 
follow Al-Shabaka:

https://al-shabaka.us1.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=59133793a39bb874611cff487&id=a9ca5175dc
https://www.facebook.com/alShabakaPalestinianPolicyNetwork
https://twitter.com/alshabaka
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