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Al-Shabaka in 2018 and into 2019

From the Board President
Resisting Despair, Sustaining the Struggle for Rights and Freedom
As difficult as the previous decades have been for the Palestinian national movement,
which has been on a downward spiral since its heyday in the 1970s, 2018 marked a grim
turning point that has carried through 2019. At stake is the very survival of the national
movement as a coherent expression of the will of the Palestinian people to achieve the right
to self-determination and secure justice, freedom, and equality in historic Palestine and for
Palestinian refugees.
The tight alliance between the Israeli regime and the Trump Administration, with the
latter’s greenlighting of annexation and conquest, has tightened the noose on Jerusalem,
the West Bank, and the Gaza Strip. This alliance has also led to a frontal assault against the
Palestinians’ representative bodies which, hollowed out as they are, still provide a focal
point in the absence of alternatives. It has also increased the criminalization of Palestinian
solidarity activities.
And yet, the Palestinian people refuse to concede defeat and, indeed, are launching major
acts of largely peaceful resistance to the efforts to terminate their struggle for rights. The
Great March of Return launched by Palestinian civil society in Gaza in 2018 continued its
weekly demonstrations into 2019. Despite the high price paid in those killed and grievously
injured it has been an inspiration to Palestinians and their allies everywhere. Palestinians
in Jerusalem and the West Bank have been steadfast in the face of remorseless colonization
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and demolitions. Palestinian refugees and exiles have continued to put the question of
Palestinian rights on the agenda wherever they are located, often through organizations they
have established.
The tenacity to achieve justice in the face of overwhelming odds has sustained the international
solidarity movement for Palestinian rights, a powerful force at a time of governments’
abdication in upholding international law. In the face of the all-out attacks by Israel and its
allies against organizing for and even speaking of rights, the solidarity movement has not
only survived but has pushed back. This is true across Europe but is even more marked in
the US, where a solid body of resourced organizations has been built up over a generation.
The US solidarity movement not only protects the space for freedom of speech and the right
to peaceful boycotts, but has also expanded the limits of debate to bring Palestinian rights
into the heart of the political discourse, work that will feed into the 2020 presidential and
congressional elections.
As is set out in this report, Al-Shabaka’s role has been to provide analysis that helps to
expand the understanding of the issues facing the Palestinian people, both the current
political challenges and longer term developments, and to propose ways forward. The AlShabaka team has also expanded its reach to policymakers and civil society to ensure that
key analysis and recommendations reach the right quarters.
This year’s report is dedicated to Kamal Boullata, the acclaimed Palestinian artist who
passed away in 2019. Al-Shabaka is privileged to have counted Kamal amongst the very first
members of its network. In the past year Kamal worked on a beautifully crafted, limited
edition silkscreen print, the proceeds of which go to support Al-Shabaka’s mission (see
here). It was his last major work. We mourn his loss and the light and color he spread
through his art, his intellect, and his generous spirit.

Nadia Hijab
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*Qasida, Kamal Boullata’s last major work
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Policy Analysis
As Al-Shabaka approached its tenth year it continued to produce in-depth policy analysis that,
while timely, also stands the test of time. Our most-read piece of the year explored corruption
in the Palestinian Authority and offered recommendations on how to reform it. Other Al-Shabaka
members also focused on the grievous state of the Palestinian leadership and the need for change,
with pieces on President Mahmoud Abbas’s authoritarian grip on power and how Palestinian youth,
working from the grassroots, could be the key to real political transformation.
Analysts also addressed the need for change in the Palestinian struggle for rights by calling
for a unified narrative. While one intervention outlined the elements of a strategic Palestinian
narrative, another called for the resurgence of a political dimension to the narrative, rather
than relying primarily on rights-based international law and international consensus.
Events in the news required thoughtful
responses and recommendations. Pieces on
regional and international relations with
Palestine – in regard to the US pulling out of the
Iran deal, the far right in Australia, and the Gulf
states’ and others’ deepening normalization
with Israel – provided needed scrutiny and
policy proposals. Al-Shabaka published a
compilation of its relevant content on Gaza to
provide background analysis and context for
Gaza’s ongoing Great March of Return. And
after the US moved its embassy from Tel Aviv
to Jerusalem in December 2018, a policy brief
outlined steps the EU can take to induce Israel
to respect the rights of Jerusalem’s Palestinian
inhabitants.

Al-Shabaka’s most read
publications
1. Neopatrimonialism, Corruption, and
the Palestinian Authority: Pathways to
Real Reform
2. Satellite Imagery and the PalestineIsrael Exception
3. Climate Change, the Occupation, and
a Vulnerable Palestine
4. Reclaiming the Political Dimension of
the Palestinian Narrative

As always, the US administration took an
outsized role in furthering the occupation,
5. Upending the Palestinian Leadership:
but under the Trump Administration this
The Role of Youth
role became even more entrenched and
destructive. Accordingly, Al-Shabaka members
put forth critical analysis that also advised ways forward, including pieces on “dark money” in
US elections, the Israel lobby in the United States, and US legal limitations on satellite imagery
of Palestine-Israel.
Finally, the network produced policy analysis that made for comprehensive, required reading
on specific topics, including a brief on climate change in Palestine-Israel and Israeli collective
punishment of Palestinians.
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Al-Shabaka policy fellows Zena Agha (l) and Yara Hawari (r) flank US Representative Betty McCollum.
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Policy Reach
In Palestine
Palestine Policy Fellow Yara Hawari produced a variety of policy analysis focused on
the Occupied Palestinian Territory and Palestinian citizens of Israel, around which she
conducted briefings and talks in the West Bank. In the wake of the US embassy move from
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, Yara penned a policy brief offering ways the EU can transcend rhetoric
and induce Israel to respect the rights of Jerusalem’s Palestinian inhabitants. In the policy
memo, “Abbas and the Farce of Palestinian Democracy,” she assessed Abbas’s dissolution
of the Palestinian Legislative Council. And in a written debate Yara and Al-Shabaka policy
analyst Nijmeh Ali contested whether the Palestinian citizens of Israel should boycott the
Israeli Knesset elections. Al-Shabaka and its partner networks distributed these pieces widely
over social media and via email.
Yara held a range of meetings with various stakeholders and diplomats in Palestine, including
the Swedish and British consulates in Jerusalem and the Swiss Representative Office in
Ramallah. She also participated in events hosted by the international community and
Palestinian civil society, including panels and conferences with the Heinrich Böll Stiftung,
the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, the International Committee of the Red Cross, Al Haq, and
the Palestinian Academic Society for the Study of International Affairs (PASSIA).

Al-Shabaka policy fellows Zena Agha (l) and Yara Hawari (r) speak at the Palestine Center in Washington, DC.
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In addition, Yara maintained a continuous presence in the media through op-eds and
interviews. Her writing appeared in such outlets as Al Jazeera English, Middle East Eye,
and Arabs48. She also made television appearances on Al Jazeera English, Euronews, and
DW English. She was particularly called upon to discuss the April 2019 Knesset elections
and political developments surrounding Senior Advisor to President Donald Trump Jared
Kushner’s plan for “economic peace” and the Bahrain workshop at which he touted it.

In Europe
Board President Nadia Hijab undertook an active outreach program in the US, Europe,
and the Arab world during 2018 and into 2019. She participated in advocacy to the German
government in Berlin, together with Palestine Policy Fellow Yara Hawari, as well as in
over eight meetings advocating Palestinian rights to the British government and shadow
government.
She also engaged with several think tanks, including participating in a Bruno Kreisky Forum
for International Dialogue workshop grouping several European think tanks; presenting to
the Issam Fares Institute in Lebanon; and delivering a talk to the Arab Center in Washington,
DC. She participated in brainstorming meetings with the Palestinian think tank Masarat, as
well as the European Council on Foreign Relations and the US Middle East Project.
In the US, Nadia’s presentations to civil society included a keynote speech at the US Birzeit
Society annual conference. In the UK, she presented at the Middle East Monitor annual
conference, gave a keynote at the Cardiff Palestine Society conference, presented at the
Palestine Solidarity Campaign conference on apartheid, which she helped frame, and gave
talks at the Edinburgh Solidarity Group conference and to the Liverpool Solidarity Group.
She continued to liaise with US and UK partners, in particular the US Campaign for Palestinian
Rights, Jewish Voice for Peace, the Adalah Justice Project, and the Institute for Middle East
Understanding. She also provided content for an educational video produced by the UKbased educational organization Makan.
Nadia provided comment to international media, including Channel 4 News, Sky News, the
London Broadcasting Corporation, and the BBC. She spoke with journalists at AFP on aid
cuts, In These Times on the nation state law, Al-Bawaba on Fatah and Hamas and Gulf shifts,
and The Guardian on the two-state solution and freedom of speech.
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Program Advisor Alaa Tartir wrote numerous op-eds that appeared in English, Arabic,
French, Spanish, Italian, and Indonesian media outlets. His analysis focused on issues related
to US aid cuts to the Palestinian Authority, economic de-development, Palestinian political
leadership, and modes of political governance. Alaa spoke at the conference, “Oslo at 25: A
Legacy of Broken Promises,” organized by Middle East Monitor in London, where he focused
on Oslo’s security framework. He also delivered a talk at the NATO Defense College in Rome
and participated in a workshop in London on future prospects for Palestine organized by
the Brookings Doha Center and the LSE Middle East Center.
Alaa co-wrote the Global Jurist journal article, “Mobilizing International Law in
the Palestinian Struggle for Justice,” wrote on the EU’s sponsorship of Palestinian
authoritarianism in the journal Middle East Critique, and co-edited the volume Palestine
and Rule of Power: Local Dissent vs. International Governance. His edited volume
Outsourcing Repression: Israeli-Palestinian Security Coordination was published by the
Afro-Middle East Center in South Africa. Alaa also co-facilitated the Al-Shabaka Policy Circle
on Leadership and Accountability, which debates and proposes strategies to reform and
create inclusive, legitimate, and representative Palestinian leadership models and styles
of governance.

Al-Shabaka program advisor Alaa Tartir at the Middle East Monitor conference in London.
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In the United States
US Policy Fellow Zena Agha focused her research on climate change, satellite imagery, the
Golan Heights, and Palestinian refugees. Her commentary on the censorship of satellite imagery
over Palestine-Israel was widely read, and her analysis on climate change, particularly water
and land rights, led to well-circulated articles in Foreign Affairs and the Atlantic Council in
addition to a wide Al-Shabaka readership. Media outlets such as Voice of America and Al Jazeera
regularly called on her to discuss contemporary political developments.
Zena was frequently invited to speak at conferences, universities, and think tanks across the
United States and internationally, notably at RightsCon, this year held in Tunis, where she
contributed to the panel, “How Tech Firms Enable Human Rights Violations in Palestine.”
She presented her research on climate change to a variety of different audiences, from the
Rockefeller Brothers Fund and Jewish Voice for Peace to individual members of Congress.

Al-Shabaka policy fellows Yara Hawari and Zena Agha (middle) present on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC,
with Raed Jarrar of Amnesty International (l) and Lara Friedman of the Foundation for Middle East Peace (r).
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Zena maintained and strengthened channels of engagement with policy bodies and civil
society organizations, such as a presentation with the Adalah Justice Project at the US
Campaign for Palestinian Rights conference held in St. Paul, Minnesota, in September 2018
and a panel at the Open Society Foundations in Washington, DC, with fellow speakers from
the Council on Strategic Risks and Human Rights Watch, in March 2019.

AL-SHABAKA’S
GLOBAL REACH
Sweden
Belgium
UK
France

Finland
Germany
Switzerland
Austria

Lebanon

New York
Washington
DC
Boston
St. Paul
Minnesota
Los Angeles

Palestine

South Africa

Al-Shabaka met directly with policy communities in twelve countries across four continents.
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Member Network
Al-Shabaka’s policy network continues to bring together some of the most esteemed
and diverse Palestinian thinkers. With nearly 200 members from 20 countries, spanning
six continents, the network demonstrates the capacity to transcend fragmentation and
build a collective Palestinian knowledge base. From academics and researchers to artists
and architects, Al-Shabaka’s member expertise includes specialties ranging from political
economy to gender and sexuality to security studies and beyond.
In the past year, 22 members – 11 men and 11 women from seven countries – contributed
to Al-Shabaka’s original policy analysis, while four members released essential new readings
on Palestine.

*Al-Shabaka network members around the world
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MEMBER
PUBLICATIONS

Members of our policy network published the following works in 2018 and 2019:

Outreach
Al-Shabaka strives to make its policy analysis
as accessible as possible, which is why it
focuses on transforming its original work
into various types of short-form media that
reaches audiences around the globe.
To date, Al-Shabaka’s analysis has been
featured in ten languages and in over 40
outlets across international media. In the
last year, the network placed 57 op-eds –
24 in English and 33 in Arabic – covering
such timely issues as Israel’s nation state
bill, the Israeli Knesset elections, and the
Trump/Kushner efforts to replace political
action with “economic peace.”
Al-Shabaka analysts and network members
were likewise cited and quoted in an
additional 37 news articles and 69 scholarly
journals, demonstrating the vast and
diverse scope of Al-Shabaka’s work.
The network also launched a new Policy
Lab program and hosted six interactive
policy labs in which expert members of
the network engaged directly with over
660 audience members on such topics
as apartheid, Palestinian leadership, and
solidarity.
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#36 in the world’s “Best Think Tank Networks”
category in the 2018 Global Go To Think Tank
Index report

660 people joined us for our livestream
Policy Lab program

57 op-eds published in global
media outlets

6.8 million people reached through
our content on Facebook and Twitter
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OUR VALUED
SUPPORTERS in 2018
Supporting Donors
Foundations

Nizar Abdelrahim

Open Society Foundations

Patricia Abraham

Swiss Development Cooperation
Rockefeller Brothers Fund
Hassib J. Sabbagh Foundation
Heinrich Böll Stiftung
Foundation for Middle East Peace

Major Donors
Abdul Mohsin Al-Qattan
Sally Timpson
John and Henrietta Goelet
Fred Hadeed
Zina Jardaneh
Nabil Qaddumi
Hani Abul-Jabine
Najwa Al-Qattan

Geoffrey Abrams
Nada Al-Nashif
Dima Asfour
Muwaffak Bibi
Layla Cable
William Driscoll
Nora Dufner
Tareq Emtairah
Lola Grace
Selma Tibi Harb
Robert Levin
Arwa Mahdawi
William Mather
Dena Qaddumi
Grace Said
Betty Sams
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Jacqueline Shoen

Sherna Gluck

Edward Thompson

Joyce Guinn

Edwin Weber

Dyala Hamzah

Saleh Yassin

Donna Hicks

Mary Yelenick

Nadia Hijab
Norman Hunter

Sustaining Donors

Sara Husseini

Ali Abunimah

Anas Iqtait

Diane Adkin

Asaka Ishiguro

Linah and Sami Al-Banna

Nabil Jacir

Esraa Al-Muftah

Peter Larson

Samer Alatout

Anthony Litwinko

Yara Asi

Dina Matar

Adel Asisi

Peter Miller

Tamara Benhalim

Jamil Nakhleh

Zaki Boulos

Mary Nazzal-Batayneh

Diana Buttu

Maryvelma O’Neil

Ross Campbell

Yaman Salahi

Mike Coogan

Omar Shamma

Craig and Cindy Corrie

Susan Shawl

Sherrill Cresdee

Joanna Springer

Randa Farah

Daniel Strum

Hani Faris

Salim Vally

Marwa Fatafta

Kathryn Wells
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For the most informative Palestinian
perspectives and analysis,
Follow Al-Shabaka:

Join our e-mail list

E-mail us

Like us on Facebook

Follow us on twitter

visit www.al-shabaka.org

