
Introduction:

Palestinians are becoming increasingly convinced that 
their political options are limited to either a state within 
the 1967 borders or a single state for all “citizens” in 
the entirety of  historic Palestine. The problem with 
this conviction is three-fold. Firstly, it succumbs to 
the idea that Zionist settler colonialism is eternal, and 
therefore, the options being circulated fail to transcend 
this capitulation. Secondly, it unduly accepts that 
Palestinians alone could decide their future, ignoring 
other factors outside of  their control, notably, the 
Israeli occupation. Thirdly, the manner in which these 
two options are disseminated marginalizes the issue 
of  representation, considering that Palestinians hold a 
variety of  opinions about their political options.

This paper discusses the possible scenarios for 
Palestinians’ political future, particularly in the West 
Bank and Gaza, and highlights the primary factors 
that influence and shape each scenario. It also cites 
the obstacles within each scenario and the importance 
in going beyond the aforementioned capitulation. 
It also examines the impact of  internal Palestinian, 
regional, international, and Israeli factors on each 
scenario. Despite their distinct headings, the underlying 
analysis of  these factors overlaps between the different 
scenarios, as these factors occur either simultaneously 
or consecutively.

The paper argues that “the continuation of  the status 
quo” scenario is the shortest-lived scenario, as the 
persistence of  its factors would push a large segment 
of  Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza to take 
action to chart a different fate for the Palestinian 
Authority (PA). 

However, given the current nature of  the PA, its 
functions, regional and international ties, and its 
relationship with the Israeli regime, the scenario of  its 
“reconfiguration” would likely increase its functionality 
– particularly as the factors that determine the PA’s 
future are largely controlled by the Israeli regime and 
the US.

Many Palestinian forces, especially those opposing the 
political settlement option, realize this fact and view 
governance under occupation as a marginal and short-
term issue relative to the crucial issue of  “reviving 
the Palestine Liberation Organization” (PLO), the 
third scenario discussed in this paper. However, 
the likelihood of  this scenario is closely linked to 
the outbreak of  a “new Palestinian intifada” that 
neutralizes the PA and rebrands Palestinian factions 
as liberation movements rather than political parties. 
This is the essence of  the fourth scenario discussed 
in this paper. The last scenario involving a “change 
in presidency and the formation of  a new legislative 
council” is a secondary variable that would motivate 
and accelerate other scenarios.

Scenario One: The Continuation of  the Status 
Quo

In light of  the last scenario discussed in this paper 
(the vacancy in the president’s office), one could argue 
that this first scenario would be short-lived, and that 
its title is somewhat inaccurate given the Palestinians’ 
current reality, which undergoes daily changes and 
transformations. Perhaps it is more accurate to describe 
this scenario as the springboard for transitioning to the 
other scenarios; it is nothing but a transitional stage 
separating us from profound transformations affecting 
the PA, PLO, and Palestinians at large.
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The more the Palestinians – namely, non-governmental 
actors, including movements and organizations 
– demonstrate their readiness to make progress 
on demanding their legal rights, the more Zionist 
settler colonialism exerts control to ensure that the 
transformations underway move as far as possible from 
achieving Palestinian aspirations, and closer to serving 
the goals of  the Israeli regime. 

Today, the Israelis aspire to keep the Palestinian cause 
confined to the West Bank and Gaza, to feed and 
perpetuate the internal Palestinian political division, and 
to alter the priorities of  the Palestinian public in the 
West Bank and Gaza, placing salaries and the like at the 
top of  the priorities pyramid while national demands 
at the bottom. They also aspire to see the leadership 
of  the PA and PLO continue to be affected by external 
influences, and the Palestinians lose any significant 
support at the regional and international levels.

Simultaneously, the Israeli regime seeks to expand and 
build more settlement blocs in the West Bank, make 
settlers’ lives easier, confine the Palestinian presence 
to the narrowest possible space in the West Bank, and 
transform the presumed Palestinian “state” into a large 
municipality with the title of  a “state” or “authority.” 
Israel has been working for years to diminish the 
influence of  the PA in the West Bank, gradually 
transforming it into a functional authority that serves 
the Israeli regime more than Palestinian citizens, and 
ensures that the Palestinians’ sporadic waves of  anger 
subside quickly.

It is unlikely that this scenario will continue, and is 
subject to the following factors:

 - Annexation and Expansion Projects, and the 
Elimination of  the Two-State Solution

Israel has increased its settlement activity in the West 
Bank since the establishment of  the PA, building new 
settlement blocs and new housing units in existing 
blocs, in addition to the separation wall, road systems, 
and military camps. Although the pace of  annexation 
and expansion has progressed slowly and unevenly over 
the past three decades, the last four years witnessed a 
rise in settlement activity in the West Bank, including 
Jerusalem. 

The construction of  settlement units doubled in the first 
three years of  former US president Donald Trump’s 
term, foreclosing the possibility of  a Palestinian state 
on the territories occupied in 1967. This expansion in 
settlements and housing units is in line with the Israeli 
regime’s vision to increase the number of  settlers in the 
West Bank, and to legitimize settlements through a set 
of  Israeli laws. Meanwhile, the Israeli regime targets the 
city of  Jerusalem with a comprehensive plan that would 
expand housing construction in the city, modernize 
its industrial areas, and build commercial towers at the 
expense of  its Palestinian residents.

 - Regional and International Positions

The PA has been unable to build a network of  
international relationships to pressure the Israeli regime. 
In fact, it has started to lose the support of  friendly and 
allied countries, adding diplomatic failures to its policy 
blunders and corruption. In contrast, former Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu scored successive 
achievements in the region, not only establishing 
channels of  communication with Arab Gulf  states, 
but also developing new alliances based on a shared 
antagonism to Palestinians and their narrative. The 
great losses at the Arab level came during the Trump 
administration, which was completely biased towards 
the Israeli regime, and supported the Israeli position 
on Jerusalem and the West Bank. During Trump’s 
administration, the PA implemented a policy of  
stagnation, hoping that Trump would not be elected for 
a second term.

The Palestinian leadership’s hopes for Biden’s victory 
came true, but his win did not entail any significant 
development on the ground. Biden could not reverse 
Trump’s decisions on Palestine, including the latter’s 
relocation of  the US embassy to Jerusalem, while Israel 
has not halted its policies. The PA resumed its security 
coordination with Israel even before Biden moved into 
the White House, after PA President Mahmoud Abbas 
suspended the coordination in protest — a move which 
neither persisted nor achieved anything.
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 - Creating the “New Palestinian”

As settlement expansion continues and regional and 
international positions disfavor Palestinians, the PA 
continues its policy of  creating the “New Palestinian,” 
at least in the West Bank. The PA has solidified its 
economic policies that rely on sources of  income 
associated with the Israeli regime. It has made credit 
easily available to Palestinians in the West Bank, 
changing their lifestyles and making any political or 
street action against Israel very costly and detrimental 
to every Palestinian household. And as part of  the 
PA’s carrot and stick strategy, Palestinian society has 
undergone years of  taming and subjugation through the 
suspension and delay of  salary payments.

Developing the “New Palestinian” has not only been 
an economic process. Indeed, the PA’s security forces 
enforce an oppressive policy, documented by national 
and international human rights organizations. This 
policy has created an environment of  fear and terror 
and has prevented the emergence of  a broad popular 
movement around national issues. The popular action 
that took place before the assassination of  political 
activist Nizar Banat was focused on mundane demands 
such as salaries and social security. This points to the 
PA’s success in creating the “New Palestinian,” one who 
is permitted to protest, stage sit-ins, and even overthrow 
governments in the name of  material demands but not 
revolt against the essence or head of  the PA, nor call for 
confronting the Israeli regime.

 - The Lack of  an Alternative Palestinian 
Vision

Amid the accumulation of  its failures and the 
persistence of  Israeli settler-colonial policies, the PA 
was only able to threaten to dissolve itself, signaling its 
lack of  an alternative vision for the two-state solution. 
The most it can do is threaten to cease its coordination 
with the Israeli regime but not follow through with 
it. This threat would push the Israeli regime to create 
appropriate conditions for dismantling the PA without 
causing a crisis.

In an effort to sustain the continuation of  the status 
quo, the flow of  funds to the PA continues in tandem 
with the security coordination and the siege of  Gaza. 
The longer this scenario persists, the more probable 
its enabling factors turn into catalysts for the second, 
third, and fourth scenarios, as will be discussed shortly 
hereafter. The second scenario tackles several other 
factors that characterize the current phase, including 
division, corruption, and government failure.
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